THE STRENGTH OF THE NAVY
A speech delivered in the house of commons
on the navy estimates
march 16, 1939
March 15. Herr Hitler officially extends his protection to the
Czech peoples and the Czechoslovakian Republic is
extinguished. German troops march into Prague.
March 16.     Herr  Hitler, from  the  Hradschin,   Prague,   issues
proclamations annexing Bohemia and Moravia.
Mr. Geoffrey Shakespeare, Parliamentary Secretary to
the Admiralty, introduces the Navy estimates.
[March 16, 1939,
I
T was a great opportunity for the Financial Secretary, both last
year and this year, to have to make the general statement on
behalf of the Admiralty and to present the Estimates to the
House. I believe that every one feels that he has seized this
opportunity with a long arm and a firm hand, and has put it to the
best possible use, I should like to associate myself with the tribute
which he paid to Admiral Sir Reginald Henderson. Those of us
who know that officer—and I knew him when he was gunnery
lieutenant doing the gunnery trials of the ships we were building
before the Great War—will realise the rare and remarkable qualities
which he brought to the service of the Royal Navy. He has
expended his energy, his life, his thought, his mental energy, an
attribute which is rare nowadays, in the most generous manner,
and if he has been stricken down by an affliction, which we all hope
is only temporary, he is in exactly the same position as a brave
officer who is wounded fighting for his country in action. It is
well known that at the most critical period of the War this officer,
then in a subordinate station, taking his career in his hands,
presented facts and figures and arguments which eventually
reached the highest authority—the Prime Minister—and that
through that report a great change was made in our naval disposi*
tion, without which it could not be said with certainty that the
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